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Directions: Read each sentence then write the name of the region (coastal or Interior) that corresponds with the
description.

1. Warm air, transported over land by wind, brings precipitation and mild temperatures.

2. High pressure in the atmosphere with clear skies and calm winds can make temperatures in lower valleys
colder than in nearby hills, called a temperature inversion.

3. Lightning strikes cause several hundred forest fires (on average) each year.
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aerosol

S

very fine particles of a liquid or solid
suspended in a gas; one example

is mist, which consists of very fine
droplets of water in air
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climate

S
the 30-year average weather
conditions of a certain region,

including temperature, rainfall and
wind
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coast

the land near a shore
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energy

o<

the capacity or power to do work,
such as the capacity to move an
object of a given mass in a given
direction by the application of force;
can exist in a variety of forms such
as electrical, mechanical, chemical,
thermal or nuclear and can be
transformed from one form to
another; also, usable heat or power
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ice fog

€

a fog composed of ice particles in cold
air
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insulate

S

to cover or surround with a material
that prevents the loss or transfer of
heat, electricity or sound
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latitude

o

distance north or south on Earth’s
surface, measured in degrees from the
equator
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océan

S

a continuous saltwater body; oceans
covers about 72 percent of the surface
of Earth; includes Atlantic, Pacific,
Indian and Arctic Oceans

m UNITE US ©2010 - 2012 Geophysical Institute, UAF The Attitude of Latitude



WNTZTEUS
CLIMATE VOCABULARY TOSS STUDENT WORKSHEET
(page 9 of 13)

region

<

a broad geographic area distinguished
by similar features
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temperature

<

a measure of the average kinetic
energy of atoms or molecules in

a system; a numerical measure of
hotness or coldness on a standard

scale such as Fahrenheit, Celsius and
Kelvin
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temperature
inversion

€

a layer of air with increasing

temperature with height generally
caused by a high-pressure system;
warm air acts as a lid over the area
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thunderstorm

€

a storm of heavy rain accompanied by

lightning and thunder and sometimes
hail
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weather

€

the state of the atmosphere at a
particular time and place; described
by variable conditions such as
temperature, humidity, wind velocity,
precipitation and barometric pressure
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